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The 2018 Texas Governor’s Debate is one of the exciting debates that involved Governor Gregg Abbott and Lupe Valdez, his challenger. A Governor Abbott is republican while his challenger is democratic. This political difference makes the two disagree in various areas.  They differ in areas like arming teachers, Taxing school funding   with 51.5 % for local property taxes and 48.5% from the state budget, mental health issues on welfare growth red flag laws, immigration issues, and border security, expansion of Medicaid in Texas
Arming teachers is one area that Governor Gregg Abbot supports. However, it is strongly opposed and criticized by his challenger Lupe Valdez after what was evident in a mass shooting where many students were killed. There was a feeling that they were no secure in school (Video,  4 minutes  41 sec). Governor explained why he was in favor of arming teachers in Texas school based on the proposal a few days ago. He went to the schools talked to parents and teachers to look for meaningful and multiple solutions for the mass shooting never to happen again and quoted that "a school is a place for learning and not place for fear. Abbott supports the policy of teachers to conceal weapon permits and carry guns in school. Around 31 states carry firearms in school, and this is under the review of state law and local, new coverage by Gun and America. Teachers in Texas, among other states as well staff, need to be armed, according to Abbott. This brought a moment of a considerable difference between Valdez and Abbott in terms of owing and carrying a gun as a teacher. Reaffirmed by Abbott is the support for allowing teachers to stay armed in workplaces. This was due to the aftermath of an earlier deadly shooting at a school known as Santa Fe High School.  Valdez objected to this idea by saying, “every parent has a right and child has the right to go to school and learn and come home safely." (Video 7th minute). She also added that teachers stated that "teachers should be teaching, but not armed and in defending. She said that if teachers wanted to be armed, they should have gone for the military. She posed a question on whether we want to arm our teachers or pay teachers as professionals and supports that teachers should teach and take care of children as they are currently doing. When it came to red flag policy linked to arming of teachers that aimed at allowing courts in ordering surrendering of guns from individuals thought to be an imminent threat by judges. In his position, Governor Abbott upturned due process concerns related to legislation. First disagreed with Valdez saying she supports it but still accused the Governor of confusing between ownership of gun and violence associated with such weapons, and she says, Governor is having " confusion between gun ownership and gun violence" ( video  11 minutes 17 seconds).
 From the debate, I have noticed two instances where they agreed. One area where they agreed is on the court to order the seizure and surrender firearms from people considered to be an imminent threat by a judge, and this is after now Abbott raised a concern of legislation. Valdez spoke and said he supports it. This area concerns red flag laws that the two seemed to have a split at first. The second is where the two candidates agreed in on the issue of expansion of Medicaid I Texas state. According to the video, we get to hear Abbot directly acknowledging Valdez at least once. This was after she supportively expressed support to expand Texas’s Medicaid to improve people’s mental health. 
Based on what I know right now about Governor's and Texas Government's power, the two candidates seemed to be supporting proposals and plans. However, none of them can implement anything. In reality, there is a process in which a proposal can be implemented in Texas Government. There is a legislative branch in the Texas government that is responsible for implementing plans and recommendations. The Governor is not part of the legislature but the head of the executive branch. Now for proposals and plans to be implemented here in Texas, there is a process whereby a bill is introduced . after senator or even representative listen to it from their people. If there is a serious problem, a bill grows out of recommendations, and thus the need for state law to be changed to solve the problem associated with it. It is introduced and decreed is a session of all members during the first reading after it goes to committee process. The committee process makes decision to consider the bill. After this step, then floor action is done where the second reading is done. Members debate about it and are free to amend it at this level after being approved by member present who votes to determine if they can pass it, .then it is given to third reading. At this level, the bill can be amended only by a two-thirds majority, and if it gets majority votes, it definitely passes to the action conference committees. Once this committee agrees and the bill gets approved by the houses concerned is approved and signed by the presiding officer then taken to the Governor. The implementation now will be based on the Governor's action if they decided to sign it in ten days and allowed it to become a law. This means that based on the 2018 Texas debate, the candidate has no enough power to implement any plan or proposal involving other branches of Texas Government.

[bookmark: _GoBack]During the closing statements, each candidate focuses on convincing Texans' good future by giving hope and ensuring better lives if elected in the next general election. Valdez pinpointed that the Texas government is and will remain to be fair equal and provides an opportunity to all the Texans. She added that Opportunity in business needs to be very big. The Governor, Gregg Abbott, gives hopes to youths in Texas by ensuring them that they can succeed no matter their circumstances. Four year ago he had promised to make Texas even better. He is working with tougher Texan to do rise. Texas is number one nation in doing businesses and job creation. Schools are better. High school and college graduation rise all-time high, and families are safe. He promises that if elected as Governor will never stop fighting for Texans and their families 
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=U6ZaGaPxwMM 
